
NEWS FROM THE BERKELEY HEIGHTS PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

MARY KAY MC MILLIN EARLY CHILDHOOD CENTER 

 

Students at Mary Kay McMillin Early Childhood Center recently celebrated the December 

precept, "Let there be peace on Earth, and let it 

begin with me" at the monthly community 

celebration! 

 

Students learned about symbols for peace, sang 

songs, and learned about what peace looks like 

and feels like.  As seen in the picture, two 

Kindergarten students made a beautiful peace 

sign that was displayed at the program.  

Students shared how they showed peace by 

working together and sharing paint to create 

the beautiful, sparkly poster. 

 

Each month our School Counselor, Ms. Heather 

Goldstein, plans a comprehensive celebration 

that supports social-emotional learning at 

MKMECC.  Assisting Ms. Goldstein with the 

planning of these monthly celebrations is Ms. 

Sadie Pepitone, Teacher of Music at the Early 

Childhood Center. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THOMAS P. HUGHES SCHOOL 

 

There may not be much snow outside, but the 

hallways of Thomas P. Hughes School are full of 

smiling snowmen!  

 

Teachers are making the 

most of the cold winter 

days by bringing 

snowmen-themed 

activities into their daily 

lessons.  

 

In Grade 4, the snowmen are 

having a festive factor snowball 

fight in Math; while in Fifth 

Grade, the snowmen are busy 

showcasing their knowledge of 

alliteration.  In Grade 3 classes, 

those sweet snowmen are proudly displaying their acts of 

kindness.  

 

Make sure to take a peek if you happen to be at Hughes...and 

we are looking forward to seeing all of our families at our 

Winter Sing-Along! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL 

 

Grade 3 students at Mountain Park School have been learning about famous inventors and 

how inventions have 

changed communication, 

transportation, and daily 

living. 

 

Students were challenged to 

create their own inventions 

to make their lives better. 

Students drew and described 

their inventions. These 

incredible inventors came up 

with gadgets such as the 

Self-Making Scrambled Egg 

Machine, the Super Robo-Kitty Homework Helper, the Tissue Garbage, Never-End 

Batteries, Tooth-Cream, and more! 

****************************************************************************** 

Mountain Park School students recently had the 

opportunity to practice yoga in a special assembly 

program sponsored by the PTO.  

 

Students learned several movements and poses - 

including the cat, cow, triangle, and warrior - all while 

focusing on self-awareness.  At the end of the practice, 

students participated in a meaningful guided 

meditation about spreading love and kindness to 

others.  

 

Thanks again to the Mountain Park School PTO and 

Cultural Arts Committee for sponsoring this amazing 

assembly! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MOUNTAIN PARK SCHOOL (continued) 

 

Students in the Grade 5 class taught by Ms. Carla Gamba and Mr. Scott Rahner at Mountain 

Park School have been writing to “pen pals” in the Fifth Grade at Standing Stone 

Elementary School in Huntingdon, Pennsylvania.  

 

During this activity, students 

wrote in pencil on paper and 

then mailed their letters to their 

long-distance friends in central 

Pennsylvania!  

 

Before Thanksgiving, Mountain 

Park students addressed their 

letters “Dear Pen Pal,” not 

knowing the names of the 

students with whom they would 

be paired. MPS students wrote 

about their teachers, their 

favorite classes, and favorite 

activities outside of school.  

 

When the letters were returned in December, our students discovered the names of their pen 

pals.  Then the Mountain Park students wrote back, answering questions and inquiring 

about the lives of their “pen pals.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL 

 

The month of December at William Woodruff 

School always conveys the themes of giving, 

joy, and excitement!  The month began with 

the WWS Student Council collecting gifts for 

the children at St. Joseph’s Social Service 

Center in Elizabeth.  The students donated five 

large containers of gifts to ensure that these 

children will have a Merry Christmas.  

Pictured at left displaying just two of the gifts 

are Woodruff students Sean Drayto (left) and  

Aria Mitchell (right). 

In addition to the Holiday Gift Drive, the 

Student Council provided another way of 

giving by buying a ticket on the Polar Express.  

The students had an opportunity to buy the special holiday ticket which allowed them the 

comfort of wearing their pajamas to school and viewing the movie, The Polar Express.   The 

proceeds were donated to help children with medical needs by supporting the “Make a 

Wish” Foundation. 

During the month of December, there were three main holidays celebrated:  Hanukkah, 

Christmas, and Kwanzaa.  Most students at WWS celebrate one of these holidays.  In order 

to build a better understanding of various cultural histories of each holiday, the Woodruff 

students teach each other as part of the Holiday Learning Assembly.  Each grade level 

presents through historical 

information, music, and poetry the 

significance of the holiday.  

Additionally, Grade 5 students who 

play an instrument which is not 

represented in the band or orchestra 

are invited to share their musical 

talents with the student body.  This 

year, a total of six Fifth Graders 

(pictured left to right) performed 

classical and holiday favorites during 

this assembly: Anay Munje, Eduardo 

Roxo, Jayden Man, Lucia Montoya-

Leyva, Jenna Brown, and Tyler 

Brown.  

 

 



WILLIAM WOODRUFF SCHOOL (continued) 

Giving one’s time and care was in the hearts of the Woodruff Fourth Graders as they 

shared holiday cheer by baking 44 cakes for the Starfish Food Pantry and making over 100 

sandwiches to feed the needy through the St. Ann’s Soup Kitchen.  The students enjoyed 

learning how to bake and frost cakes and were thrilled to add some mustard and mayo to 

make the sandwiches enjoyable for all. 

The Woodruff PTO knows how to shop, and shop they did in preparation for the “best 

ever” Holiday Boutique.  The students were invited to shop for family members and of 

course, their pets, during the two-day boutique.  Over 20 tables were stocked with an array 

of practical, fun, and holiday-themed items to help make everyone on the students’ holiday 

list happy. 

When one thinks of the holidays, one usually 

thinks about family, friends, joyous times, 

and holiday decorations.  Most of us don’t 

think about “ugly” things.  But at Woodruff 

School, that has changed because showing 

your school spirit requires finding the 

“ugliest” holiday sweater to wear and to 

parade around the school for all to see.  

Pictured here wearing their offbeat holiday 

sweaters are (left to right) Meredith Fettes, 

Michael DaSilva, Sophie Minassian, and 

Aaheli Mukkerjee. 

The holiday feeling was definitely in the air later in the month thanks to the wonderful 

performance of the William Woodruff School Band, Orchestra, and Chorus.  The students 

put forth their very best effort while playing and singing an array of familiar holiday and 

winter-themed songs.  A few days after the concert, all WWS students joined voices as part 

of the grade-level “Sing-Along.”  These events were delightful and they provided a feeling 

of extra joy and happiness for the entire Woodruff School community! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COLUMBIA MIDDLE SCHOOL 

 

Ms. Grace Acosta, Assistant Principal at Columbia Middle School, works each month with 

the teams of teachers at CMS to nominate and select our school’s “Students of the Month.”  

Chosen to represent each grade level 

and instructional team, the 

recognition of “Students of the 

Month” gives the school community 

an opportunity to celebrate student 

success.  Reasons for being selected as 

a “Student of the Month” varies, but 

each of our honorees must meet 

certain criteria which includes being 

of good academic standing while 

working to her/his potential.  In 

addition, a student cannot receive this 

honor more than once in a given 

school year. 

The most recent “Students of the 

Month” at Columbia Middle School 

are (pictured clockwise from top left): 

Kaitlyn Nikolich, Carson Tan, Kaitlyn 

Siksnius, Brandon Ortiz, Jackie 

Harris, and Scott McRae.   

Congratulations to all of these outstanding students!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



GOVERNOR LIVINGSTON HIGH SCHOOL 

 

The Governor Livingston High School community recently celebrated the Second Annual 

Highlander Honors event in the school’s Kenneth Stiefel Theatre. 

 

New members of nine different honor societies - Art, Spanish, French, American Sign 

Language, Italian, Science, Tri-M (Music), Mu Alpha Theta (Math), and Quill and Scroll 

(Journalism) – were honored as they were inducted into these prestigious organizations. 

 

The evening began with entertainment provided by the Governor Livingston Choir, 

followed by opening remarks from Mr. Robert Nixon, Principal of GLHS.  The faculty 

advisor to each of the honor societies shared information about the history of their 

respective groups, as well as their specific missions and requirements for entry.     

 

In all, over 190 GL students were recognized for their excellence in the fields of study 

which led to induction into one or more of the aforementioned organizations.  Each honor 

society also will host an individual event at a later date, where the new members will be 

administered the formal oath of induction. 

 

Congratulations to all of these Governor Livingston students for the record of achievement 

which resulted in membership in these honor societies!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



DEPARTMENT OF SPECIAL SERVICES 

 

The Special Services Department has been working closely with the New Jersey Coalition 

for Inclusive Education (NJCIE) as well as building administrators, Child Study Team, 

department supervisors, and teachers to begin planning for ways to build inclusive 

opportunities for students with disabilities at the secondary level.  Training for staff 

members will occur during the month of January and planning is underway for additional 

staff development as well as an informational webinar for parents.  

 

The district will once again host NJCIE’s Annual Summer Inclusion Conference at 

Governor Livingston High School on June 23, 2020.  We are excited to be a part of such an 

informational and exciting conference once again! 

 

Up-to-date information on programs, services and supports can be found on the Special 

Services website by going to www.bhpsnj.org and selecting Special Services under the 

“Services” tab. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.bhpsnj.org/

